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7 Introduction to the Report

1.1 Introduction

The events which have recently erupted in the Arab region dictate a new reality. Palestinians have seen a ray 

of hope emanate from the Arab revolutions demanding freedom, dignity and justice. The shadows of that ray 

manifested themselves in a popular movement with the youth at its core and as its vehicles. Those youth broke the 

silence. They disregarded both physical and mental barriers, searching the ashes of reality for something that will 

enable them to recover hope for a better future. Mahmoud Darwish’s words evoke heralds of change, “We will be 

what we want to be.”  Today, Palestinian youth return to their legacy of persevering against injustice, suppression, 

occupation and the deformation or confiscation of consciousness.

This report will address the reality faced by Palestinian youth, without any beautification or romanticism in its 

presentation.  It will take into consideration, on the basis of our experience in working with and for youth, that 

Palestinian youth are still capable of dreaming and strive to make their dreams a reality. There is hope among 

youth despite the circumstances in which they live. 

In this report we attempt to reflect the mood of the current reality, without exaggeration. At the same time, we go 

beyond subjects normally addressed by youth reports that deal with a number of issues related to specific sectors. 

Accordingly, this report summarizes the changing trends, with the hope that youth will challenge themselves to 

apply their positive energies and direct their efforts so as to realize their individual dreams, the objectives of their 

communities and, above all, their rights and freedoms in their homeland. 

This report consists of three main parts and a conclusion. The first part presents the information revolution with a 

special concentration on social communication networks and the extent to which Palestinian youth interact with 

these networks and benefit from them as a way of exchanging ideas, organizing groups, lobbying and advocating 

national and youth issues. The second part of this report explores the priorities of youth and their attitudes on 

a number of current issues that impact their present and future reality, especially their attitudes about internal 

issues, primarily the political division and resistance to the occupation. In part three we examine the paths and 

alternatives of youth change, which has started to develop as an endeavor by the youth to take the initiative not 

only in advocating their issues but also, and more importantly, in posing an attitude different from that posed in 

the Palestinian arena. The report’s conclusion is left to be decided by the youth themselves. We are optimistic that 

the current activism will open wide doors and break down oppressive walls.

1.2 General Context

This report comes at a time when a multitude of events are raging in the Arab region. The Tunisian and Egyptian 

revolutions achieved remarkable success in removing the oppressive regimes ruling over them after decades of 

suppression, corruption, exclusion and the complete disregard of basic freedoms and the tenets of democracy. 

These revolutions have reverberated across the region and popular movements focusing on a number of political, 

social and economic objectives based on freedom, justice and democracy are taking place in a number of other 

Arab countries.

Despite the short lifespan of these revolutions, some of which are still emerging, researchers have noted the 

following observations:

• These revolutions are based on the potential popular energy, which over time saw the development of 

mechanisms to express injustice in diversified ways and found in technology and social networking a free 

space to exchange experiences, opinions and organize movements.

• The focal role of youth on the frontline in these revolutions-- youth played a more prominent role compared 

to other age groups in peaceful lobbying, lifting slogans, advancing their efforts and mobilizing the masses in 

addition to being visible in the streets, leading the public on ground. 

• The masses (i.e. the people) preceded opposition parties and community based organizations, which means 

that these masses, in their movement, demands and revolution, surpassed the regime and traditional 

opposition.



8 • The strength among the unified masses in their objectives and will in confronting the oppressive tools of 

regimes.

• The slogans and demands have been derived from reality and express a desire to find an alternative to the 

state of oppression, suppression and lack of justice and freedoms they have been accustomed to. 

• The importance of the information networks, the Internet and satellite channels in the transmission of news, 

the exchange of opinions and the organization of the masses.  

• Integration between the virtual and real world. The youth expressed their adherence to the public by 

transferring their online campaigns into a reality on the ground.

• The potential that the public has in organizing the popular committees that supervised many of the logistical 

and even security functions so as to fill the void left by the authorities. 

• These revolutions have challenged illusions proclaimed for decades by the regimes themselves on the 

necessity of the communal and political structure and that the country’s destiny is linked to the existing 

regime.

• Finally, these revolutions proved the potential of the masses to bring about change and move away from the 

'imaginary' strength of the West. 

On the Palestinian side, these revolutions restored a considerable part of the confidence of the Palestinian people 

in their ability to effect their own changes. The Palestinian collective conscience woke up to the fact that the role 

which Palestinians had dreamt of, i.e. that their previous ‘revolution’ would inspire the Arab revolutions, has been 

inverted. Instead, the Arab revolutions have inspired large sectors of the Palestinian youth who are depressed by 

the state of political division and the weakening resistance against the occupation. 

In this context, many youth groups started to take initiatives and use the Internet to organize meetings and 

coordinate among other various youth groups and organizations.  In spite of the many slogans vis-à-vis the 

complexity of the Palestinian state, there are two main concerns that Palestinian youth have identified:

• Ending the occupation to go beyond the current situation despite all of its internal challenges. It is apparent 

that there is an acceleration in speaking about popular resistance, adherence to Palestinian constants 

in confrontation with the occupation and support of the international campaigns for boycotting Israel, in 

addition to speaking about peaceful marches in support of the right of return. 

• The internal Palestinian situation, primarily the division of the state into opposing factions. The popular 

and youth expressions to improve this state of affairs and re-arrange the Palestinian ‘house’ are diversified. 

Nevertheless, there is a consensus on the unity of the Palestinian legitimacy and representation and 

importance of liberation from the political sharing quota legacy. 

Regardless of the results of these moves, it is obvious that they will contribute to stimulating change and bringing 

momentum to the popular action and will. Most of the slogans stressed the right to self-determination, which 

represents the future basis for dealing with the occupation, and spoke out against taking legitimacy away from 

people for the interest of any party or faction. 

1.3 Methodology

Due to the pressing need to keep up with the accelerating changes and follow up the transformations in the Arab 

and Palestinian political spheres, this report went beyond the traditional methodological frameworks. The political  

structures that have been considered  for decades as being too strong collapsed by the action of a single young 

man who burned himself in protest against the confiscation of his livelihood. Accordingly, this report was based 

on a combined flexible methodology, without affecting the core reality on ground and without going beyond the 

objectivity of presentation and analysis. This report’s methodology consists of:

• Analysis of the findings of an opinion survey on a group of youth, conducted in cooperation between Near 

East Consulting and Sharek Youth Forum at the beginning of March 2011. The report also drew on another 

survey conducted by the Arab World for Research and Development (AWRAD) carried out during the same 

period on a national sample.

• Analysis of 18 interviews with a number of political figures, academics and youth activists. These interviews 

addressed the survey findings and a number of current issues related to youth.



9• Conducting two focus groups with youth in each of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

• Conducting a number of field interviews with youth activists and youth participating in a sit-in in each of the 

West Bank and Gaza Strip.

This report may not succeed in covering all points but in the opinion of Sharek Youth Forum it represents an 

essential effort to open up prospects to youth and academic organizations to start monitoring, analyzing and 

studying the current changes and issues. Researchers and academics have generally been limited in their capacities 

to understand the potential energies of youth and their capability to explode at any time.

As a final remark, certain quotes and analyses might evoke the sensitivity of certain Palestinian factions. We affirm 

that Sharek Youth Forum does not aim to lay blame on any political party as much as it aims to dissect the status 

quo in an open and frank manner while remaining true to the youth of Palestine and their concerns. For youth, the 

language of compliments, courtesy and equivocation has become an indirect tool of oppressing their hopes and 

aspirations. Moreover, such language reflects a lack of knowledge of the ability of young people in understanding 

the reality, analyzing it and seeking to change it. 

1.4 Opinion Poll

1.4.1 Background

This poll was carried out by Sharek Youth Forum in close collaboration with Near East Consulting during 4-7 March 

2010 on a random sample of 723 young persons aged 18 – 34 years, of both genders, from the West Bank and Gaza 

Strip including East Jerusalem. The poll was conducted on the phone with 540 young people and by personal 

interview with 183 persons. The margin of error is +/-3.8 and the confidence level is 95%. 

After completing the poll and entering, processing and verifying the data, Sharek started the analysis process, 

which included analysis on basis of three variables: gender, region (West Bank and Gaza strip) and factional trust. 

Of the sample 72% were from the West Bank and 28% from the Gaza Strip. By age, 62% of the respondents were 

aged 18-24 and the remaining 38% ranged in age from 25-34. 



10 Regarding distribution by gender, 61% of the respondents were females and 39% males. 

By place of residence, 53% of the respondents were from cities, 36% from villages and 12% from refugee camps. 

58% of the sample have full-time jobs, 14% are employed part-time and 28% are unemployed (students or 

unemployed). 

The poll revealed that the majority of youth (62%) do not trust any political factions while 26% trust Fateh, 6% trust 

Hamas and 6% trust the remaining factions altogether.  

Figure 1: shows the demographic distribution of the sample
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1.4.2 Findings Summary

• The majority of youth (62%) do not trust any faction while 26% trust Fateh, 6% trust Hamas and 6% trust the 

other factions altogether.

• The Internet forms a source of information for the majority of the youth (44%) and the satellite channels form 

a main source of information for 31% of the youth.

• The majority of youth (74%) follow the news on the internet, always 33% and sometimes 41%. This percentage 

is higher among males than females.

•  The majority of youth (60%) use the social communication networks such as the Facebook: 39% of the youth 

always use it and 21% sometimes use it. In general, this percentage is higher among males, in the West Bank 

and those who trust Fateh.

• The majority of youth (58%) who use the social communication network reported a change in their use of 

these networks over the last two months.

• The majority of youth (87%) expressed their belief that these networks are capable of playing an effective role 

in making change. 

• Regarding the effectiveness of these networks in confronting internal division, 80% of the youth surveyed 

believe that these networks are effective (50% said yes and 30% said to a certain extent).  As for confronting 

the occupation, the percentage drops to 75% (43% said yes and 32% said to a certain extent).

• 45% of youth believe that the Arab popular revolutions will have a positive impact on the Palestinian cause. 

This percentage is 84% among those who trust Hamas, 56% among other factions, 40% among Fateh and 42% 

among those who do not trust any faction.

• 48% of youth support a national unity government of all factions.

• 28% of youth support both popular and armed resistance (according to international law) and 21% support 

negotiations and popular resistance. Regarding the negotiations strategy as the only way to confront the 

occupation, 20% of youth support this attitude while 18% believe that the fittest strategy is popular resistance 

(including boycott). 



11• The highest percentage of those who support negotiations came from those who trust Fateh (25%) compared 

to 2% among those who trust Hamas. 

• Half the youth (50%) believed that all the Palestinian factions are responsible for the internal division while 

one quarter of the youth (24%) believe that Fateh and Hamas are equally responsible for the continuing state 

of division.

• The majority of youth (67%) place their trust in the youth and civil society organizations as parties more 

capable to express the rights and interests of young people, while only 16% in the West Bank and 5% in the 

Gaza Strip placed their trust in the governmental institutions dealing with youth. 

• The majority of youth (80%) support the formation of a Palestinian youth party.

• The overwhelming majority of youth believe that the political parties seek to exploit the emerging youth 

movements.

• Regarding youth priorities, 40% considered ending division as their main priority, while 31% considered the 

improvement of living conditions as their main priority.

• 48% of the youth identify themselves first as Palestinians, followed by 31% who identify themselves first as 

Muslims. 
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The Internet forms a 

source of information 

for the majority of 

youth (44%) followed 

by satellite channels 

(31%).

Youth and the Information Revolution

2.1 Youth information sources

Currently, the information revolution plays an important and vital role in the world.  Knowledge and information 

form a new basis in identifying the extent of human communities’ advancement and development in addition to 

the wealth factor, which was almost considered the only classification factor in the past.  It is worth noting here 

that the abundance of and access to information is meaningless in itself if individuals and groups do not learn 

from the concepts and applications of this information.

Youth are generally more clued in about technical developments as the 

majority of them attend educational establishments.  In addition, job 

requirements necessitate a good grasp of technology use. This is in addition 

to other factors in which information technology is an important component 

in the life of youth such as communication and how they spend their leisure 

time. Palestinian youth are not isolated from this general context. According 

to certain available data, it is obvious that rates of using the Internet, satellite 

channels and other information outlets are constantly increasing within the 

various youth categories. 

The Internet forms a source of information for the majority of youth (44%) 

followed by satellite channels (31%). Meanwhile, 8% obtained information from local TV and 3% from friends and 

relatives. 

Figure 2: Youth distribution by main source of information

Local Radio Local TV Sattellite channels Newspapers Internet Social Networks Friends & Relatives Other

5%

8%

31%

4%

44%

4% 3%
1%

The two focus groups in the West Bank and Gaza Strip discussed the main sources of their information. Some 

reported that they mainly depend on the Internet due to its easy use and diversity of options. Others mentioned 

the importance of certain satellite channels in covering news, political and social events and programs in an easy 

and interesting manner. One of the young people polled said, “The internet is easy to use and gives many options 

to get information. Some give brief ideas and others give detailed and scientific information.”1 Another young female 

said, “The Internet is a good technique for learning. Often information on the satellite channels is biased towards a 

certain party while via the Internet we can verify information from more than one source.”2

The journalist Nasser Al-Laham reported that in his professional experience, these statistics are realistic.3 Regarding 

the most watched satellite channels, the findings of a survey conducted by the Arab World for Research and 

1 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011

2 A focus group conducted with youth in Gaza on 16 March 2011

3 An interview conducted by journalist Ibrahim Abu Kamish on 17 March 2011



14 Development (AWRAD) published on 16 March pointed out that 48% of respondents watch the Qatari Al-Jazeera 

channel news, 23% watch Al-Arabiya Channel news, 11% watch Palestine Channel news and 6% watch Al-Aqsa 

Channel news.4

Based on sources of information by variable, a number of differences are revealed including:

1. Gender

• For both genders, the Internet and satellite television formed their main source of information. Use of the 

Internet as a source of information is higher among males (49%) than among females (40%), while watching 

satellite TV was higher among females by 2%.

• Female use of the local radio, local TV and communication networks is higher than their male counterparts 

by 4%, 3% and 2% respectively, while reading newspapers as a source of information is higher among males 

by 2%. 

2. Region

• The most outstanding differences between youth in the West Bank and youth in the Gaza Strip regarding 

information sources is the extent of dependence on satellite television; 38% of youth in Gaza depend on 

satellite channels compared to 29% in the West Bank.

• Other differences regarding youth dependence on local TV, social networks and newspapers as a news source 

are a little higher in the West Bank than among Gazan youth.

3. Factional Trust

• One of the main differences that emerged among youth was based on their trust in Fateh and Hamas. While 

use of the Internet as a source of information increases among youth who trust Fateh (49%), it drops to 35% 

among those who trust Hamas. In contrast, the percentage of youth who depend on satellite channels is 

higher among those who trust Hamas (47%) than among youth who trust Fateh (21%). 

Table 1: The main source of Information according to gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Local radio 3% 7% 6% 5% 4% 0% 8% 6%

Local TV 6% 9% 9% 5% 11% 12% 15% 6%

Satellite channels 30% 32% 29% 38% 21% 47% 15% 36%

Newspapers 5% 3% 4% 2% 4% 0% 3% 4%

Internet 49% 40% 43% 46% 49% 35% 46% 41%

Social networks 3% 5% 5% 1% 4% 0% 10% 3%

Friends and relatives 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 5% 0% 3%

Others 0% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 3% 1%

 

In the same context, the findings revealed that the majority of youth (47%) watch news via the Internet (always 

33% and sometimes 41%). 

4 Findings of a survey conducted by the Arab World for Research and Development “AWRAD” published on 17 March 2011
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While the use of the 

Internet as a source of 

information increases 

among youth who 

trust Fateh (49%), it 

drops to 35% among 

those who trust 

Hamas.

Figure 3: Following the News on the Internet

  33%  Yes, always

  26%  No

  41%  Sometimes

The main difference in using the Internet as a news source is that the rate is higher among males than among 

females by 2%. Also, there is a slight difference between the youth of the Gaza strip and those of the West Bank 

regarding following the news on the Internet as it is higher among those in Gaza Strip. The highest percentage of 

those who always follow news on the Internet is among youth who trust Fateh. 

Table 2: Following News on the internet according to gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Sometimes 36% 44% 43% 36% 40% 44% 41% 41%

No 21% 29% 26% 26% 19% 26% 21% 30%
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16 2.2 Social Networks

2.2.1 Social Networks: Rates and Patterns of Use

According to the survey data, the majority of youth (60%) use social network 

sites such as Facebook (39% of them said always while 21% said sometimes).

Dr. Nader Said believes that according to a survey he conducted, the percentage 

of using social networks may be even higher among the Palestinian youth. He 

says, “It is not surprising, all studies in the Arab region indicate that the majority 

of youth use social websites, particularly Facebook.  I believe that 75% of the 

Palestinian youth aged 15-35 use Facebook according to a study conducted by AWRAD.”5

Regardless of what the actual percentage is, it is clear that the use of social networks among Palestinian youth is 

high. 

Figure 4: Use of social networks such as the Facebook

  39%  Yes, always

  40%  No

  21%  Sometimes

As for main differences in using social networks by variables, they include:

Gender: Using social networks is higher among males (45%) than females (34%). Wafa Abdel Rahman relates this 

difference to the extent of Internet availability in homes as females can only use the Internet in internet cafes for 

limited periods. She believes that in regards to the difference in Internet usage between males and females, this 

difference is expected as it is easier for young men, who have no access to the Internet at home, to go out to an 

internet café in the evening and stay until past midnight without being questioned about their whereabouts by 

their parents. Females, however, do not enjoy those same freedoms. Consequently, it should come as no surprise 

that the number of males using the Internet is higher than that of females. As for type of internet use, Abdel 

Rahman adds, “I believe that females’ participation in groups on Facebook is different from males’ participation; 

female’s participation is more rational, calm and logical than males’ participation.” 6  

Region: The percentage of those using social networks (always or sometimes) is remarkably higher in the West 

Bank (67%) than in the Gaza Strip (42%).

Factional Trust: The percentage of those using social networks (always or sometimes) is higher among youth who 

trust Fateh than among those who trust Hamas by 14%. 

5 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

6 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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17Table 3: Using social networks such as Facebook according to gender, region and factional trust
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Yes, always 45% 34% 44% 25% 43% 31% 47% 36%

Sometimes 21% 21% 23% 17% 23% 21% 21% 20%

No 34% 44% 33% 59% 34% 48% 32% 44%

The majority of youth who use the social networks reported that a change has occurred in their use of the social 

networks over the last two months (31% of them said completely and 28% said to a certain extent).  The survey 

data also reveals that a change in the pattern of social network use (both completely or to a certain extent) is 

higher among males by 10 % than among females and higher in the West Bank than the Gaza Strip by 5% (but the 

complete change is higher in Gaza Strip).

In this context, Dr. Sabri Seidam said, “Firstly, it is certain that figures are rapidly fluctuating and percentages are 

constantly increasing especially as the use of social networks by youth has accelerated over the last few months under 

the popular revolution and also due to the universal increase in using social network platforms.  I believe that they are 

actual figures but not invariable as everyday there is something new.”7

In regards to time spent by youth on social network sites, the survey findings revealed that the majority of youth 

(54%) spend 1-4 hours daily in using social network sites. The following figure illustrates details of the amount of 

time spent using these networks. 

7 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011



18 Figure 5: Time spent by youth in using social networks

  0%  Other

  1%  Once a month

  7%  Once a week

  11%  More than 4 hrs a day

  21%  From 2 - 4 hrs a day

  33%  From 1 - 2 hrs a day

  27%  Less than 1 hour a day

Reasons for using social networks are diverse. The most common purpose is to communicate with friends (48%), 

followed by entertainment use (15%) and obtaining information (14%). Figure 6 shows the main purpose for which 

young people use social networks. One must take into consideration that the percentages identifying the primary 

purpose do not mean to say that users are not employing these sites for other purposes.

Figure 6: The main reason for using the social networks

Entertainment Information News Contacting friends Meeting new people Exchanging
experiences

Exchanging political 
and social opinions

Other reasons

15%
14%

5%

48%

6%
8%

3%
1%



19Wafa Abdel Rahman explains that this constant increase in the use of social 

network sites and the change in the usage patterns are due to the fact that 

these networks provide a space free from censorship and become tools 

capable of bringing about change. Wafa says, “Many factors encourage the 

use of social networks including the fact that in this space opinions are neither 

confiscated, censored nor edited and youth can express themselves freely. The 

increase in the use of these networks over the last two months is due to what has 

happened in the Arab world and the key role these networks played. Instead of 

using the networks for contacting friends and relatives in addition to wasting time, 

they became positive tools to evoke change. Now youth increasingly feel that the 

power to make change, which had been stolen from them, is being recovered with 

these tools. Youth master technology better than previous generations and this 

gave them a power not shared by the traditional leadership which helped youth 

restore their self-confidence.”8As for the reasons youth use social networks, it is 

interesting to note that there are not any considerable differences between 

genders. By region the percentage of those using these social network sites 

for obtaining information or news is higher in the Gaza Strip than in the West Bank by 10% for information and 6% 

for news. Similarly, the differences by factional trust shows that using social networks to obtain information and 

news is higher among youth who trust Hamas compared to other youth who trust Fateh, other factions or those 

who do not trust any factions.  

Table 4: Main reasons for using social networks by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Entertainment 12% 18% 16% 11% 16% 14% 12% 17%

Information 14% 14% 12% 22% 13% 27% 8% 14%

News 6% 5% 4% 10% 6% 9% 8% 3%

Contacting friends 49% 47% 49% 43% 48% 36% 52% 48%

Meeting people from all over the world 8% 4% 6% 6% 4% 9% 8% 6%

Exchanging experiences and 

information 7% 8% 8% 5% 8% 0% 4% 8%

Other reasons 3% 3% 4% 2% 5% 5% 4% 3%

Despite the diverse reasons for using social networks, the impacts of the 

Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions have increased youth interest in them. 

In this context Dr. Nader Said feels that the Arab revolutions, especially in 

Egypt and Tunisia, have definitely given youth the momentum to use social 

networks in different ways.  He believes this stemmed first out of curiosity 

and then out of the interest that they are a part of this Arab world and that 

Arab people now hold more power over themselves. He asserts that normally, 

youth have the potential to make change in their societies and thus, through 

this mechanism, they see that they have the opportunity to interfere and call 

for certain changes in Palestinian society.9

8 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

9 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

Many factors 

encourage the use 

of social networks 

including the fact 

that in this space 

opinions are neither 

confiscated, censored 

nor edited and 

youth can express 

themselves freely. 

The Arab revolutions, 

especially in Egypt 

and Tunisia, have 

definitely given youth 

the momentum to 

use social networks in 

different ways.  

19



20 2.2.2 Social Networks as a Virtual Space for Lobbying and Mobilization

It is important here to distinguish between technology and people as agents for change. Change is an act planned 

by people who utilize techniques, including technology, to make the required change. In this context, researcher 

Omar Barghouthi says, “I believe that the modern communication tools can contribute to, but not play a predominant 

role in change. Change is an act of human beings and how they exploit these tools. I do not hold a romantic view of 

technology as if it alone makes change; humans with their capacity to  organize and plan are the drivers and technology 

simply helps facilitate people’s mission to attain their goals. The human capacity and the social and organizational 

human intelligence cannot be replaced by technology alone.” 10

Israel attempts to strangulate the Palestinian voice even on Facebook and social networks

A Palestinian page on Facebook, called The Palestinian Third Intifada, said that the person in charge of this page 

was threatened by Facebook directors with closure of his page without giving any reasons. This page calls on 

the Palestinian people to rise against Israel, to protest corruption and to promote an end to internal division 

on 15 May (the anniversary of the Nakba). Although the number of visitors of the page exceeds 213,000, its 

owner accuses Facebook of manipulating the number of followers, saying that his page used to attract a daily 

number of around 37,000 but now it has only 1000-2000 visitors. He added that his page is exposed to such 

harassment that he cannot post photos on it, expressing his concern that the administration's behavior is 

intentional in order to reduce the number of participants. To spread word of the date of the uprising, the page 

owner suggested new ideas such as writing the date on currency notes. The page also asked participants to 

invite at least five of their acquaintances so that the number of those who know about the uprising would 

number more than a million. It is worth noting that Facebook has closed and removed a page in the name 

of Freedom for Palestine, which had 216,000 members without giving any reasons. (quoted from Al-Jazeera 

website on 22 March 2011)   

In regard to the perceptions of youth on the capacity of social networks as a 

medium through which social or political change can be brought about, the 

majority of youth (87%) believed that these networks can play an effective role 

in affecting change. This result is approximate to a certain extent by variables 

of gender, region and factional trust. This high percentage maybe due to 

what is taking place in the Arab region (some call the Egyptian and Tunisian 

revolutions as the Facebook or Internet revolutions).

Figure 7: Social networks as effective techniques to make political and social change

  60%  Yes, always

  13%  No

  27%  Sometimes

The political analyst Hani Masri affirms the idea that youth are the basis of change and networks are one of the 

ways catalyze this change. He believes that it is not the networks but the youth who use these networks that 

10 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

The majority of youth 

(87%) believed that 

these networks can 

play an effective role 

in making change.



21are capable of communicating and of playing an important role, without 

being impeded by any political party.  These youth have been inspired by 

what is going on in Egypt, Tunisia and other Arab countries in addition to the 

Palestinian experience itself, which shows a multitude of young groups using 

Facebook. He estimates that there is unprecedented Palestinian momentum 

of around 260 groups, some of which include 100,000 members and others 

boasting thousands of members, which is a sign of something good to come.11

Hazem Qawasmi concurs with the survey findings regarding the use of 

Facebook by youth who spend a long time on it exchanging points of view.  

Moreover, he believes these networks are capable of attracting and assembling 

youth gatherings in specific places and at specific times. 12

The youth themselves believe that the social networks provide them with 

typical opportunities to communicate and exchange views and information. 

Audiovisual media also gives them space to promote their ideas, which means 

an increase in the number of those who receive information and consequently, 

more chance to lobby an idea. They also view these social networks as able to 

provide a good space to work and an opportunity to change even the complex 

political issues that the Palestinians experience.13

To find out how confident youth are that these social networks may play an important role in affecting change, two 

key facts in the Palestinian case have been examined: the Israeli occupation and the internal situation, particularly 

the political division. 

Regarding the effectiveness of these networks as a means of tackling the internal division, 80% of the youth (50% 

said yes and 30% to a certain extent) believe that these networks are effective. In relation to confronting the 

occupation, this percentage drops a little to reach 75% (43% said yes and 32% to a certain extent). It is clear that 

the majority of youth believe that the social networks are effective in the Palestinian case whether to address the 

internal situation or the occupation.

Figure 8: Effectiveness of social network in confronting internal division and occupation

  43%  Yes

  25%  No

  32%  To a certain 

extent

The effectiveness of social networks in facing the occupation

  50%  Yes

  20%  No

  30%  To a certain 

extent

The effectiveness of social networks in facing the internal conflict

It is evident that the Palestinian case is different from the other Arab contexts. The conflict in the Arab countries 

is between the people and their oppressive regimes and consequently, the demands of the Arab youth focus on 

freedom and justice and social, economic and political demands including democracy and representation. The 

Palestinian case, however, is more complicated. We say complicated because of the internal political division 

and the weak performance of governmental institutions to strategize an effective resistance against the Israeli 

11 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

12 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

13 A focus group conducted with young people in Ramallah on 16 March 2011
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occupation. The common factor in both cases is that there is a marginalized majority excluded from the decision 

making process related to their lives. Therefore, the Palestinian youth seek to bring the decision making back to 

the people. In this context, Dr. Sabri Seidam said, “I said on several occasions that the youth revolution is coming 

to Palestine and that it would focus on the national constants and would be able to make the required change on a 

national ground based on constants. It would support the Palestinian vision, specifically in relation to ending division 

and occupation. I reiterate that we should not underestimate the importance of these figures. We are talking at about a 

million Palestinians influenced by the social networks and the Internet.”14

These findings vary by the specific variables of this survey (gender, region, factional trust). As regards to gender, 

there are no considerable differences in the attitudes of young people in their vision of the effectiveness of these 

networks. Meanwhile the outstanding difference by region is the high percentage of Gazan youth who believe 

that these networks are effective in confronting occupation (more than 8% higher than in the West Bank).

Findings by factional trust seem clearly different-- young people who expressed their trust in Hamas tend to 

believe in the effectiveness of these social networks in confronting the internal division more than those who 

trust Fateh by 14%, while the findings are similar regarding the occupation.  

14 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011



23Table 5: Effectiveness of social networks in confronting the internal division and the occupation according 

to gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Internal division

Yes 49% 50% 49% 53% 52% 39% 45% 51%

To some extent 29% 31% 32% 27% 31% 29% 37% 30%

No 21% 19% 20% 20% 17% 32% 18% 19%

Occupation

Yes 43% 43% 44% 41% 48% 41% 46% 40%

To some extent 31% 32% 33% 28% 32% 32% 28% 33%

No 26% 24% 23% 31% 20% 27% 26% 27%

Recommendations:

• Invest in youth capacities by raising their awareness and training them to be the agents of change in their 

communities and to utilize technology as a tool.

• Use of the technology revolution as a way to confront the occupation in the media and expose its crimes 

and violations, promote the international boycott of the occupation and withdraw investment from Israel 

and impose sanctions on it.

• Focus on youth training by youth and civil organizations and provide them with the required skills to use 

the new media.

• Activate the use of social networks and new media in youth issues.

• Make it a priority that the decision makers seriously use the new technologies to their benefit, recognize 

the problems faced by young people and open dialogue with them.

• Provide youth with training on the best use of social networks, blogs and websites especially in relevant 

issues, with the purpose of mobilizing for change.

• Encourage young people to use the Internet to communicate with other Palestinian youth abroad toward 

unifying attitudes and efforts.  
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25Youth Priorities and Attitudes 

3.1 Youth Priorities

It is surprising that the priorities of the majority of young people are 

concentrated on internal issues. In fact 40% of the youth consider the internal 

division within Palestine  as their key priority (this is reflected by the youth on 

ground and via the Internet).

In this context, a significant percentage of Palestinian youth believe that 

internal issues such as the division of political factions, improvement of living 

conditions, institutional performance and achievement of reform at different 

levels are prerequisites to unify efforts in order to resist the occupation. Hassan 

Farhat, one of the participants of the 15 March sit-in in Gaza, said, “We young people of 15 March unanimously 

agree that if we end division, we can prepare one platform for resistance, improve our living conditions and open the 

border crossings and roads. If we end division, all matters will successively be addressed including the formation of a 

national unity government to include both parts of homeland. In my perspective and the perspective of all the youth of 

initiatives, all things will automatically come once we end our division.” 15  

The Gazan youth activist Merhi Bashir reported, “A high percentage (75%) of youth support ending division; the 

second issue is the improvement of living conditions, which is not necessarily less important than the first priority, and 

ending the occupation comes in the third place.” 16

Dr. Sabri Seidam considers the fact that ending division ranked first among the youth priorities as something 

natural. One of the reasonable explanations of what is going on in the Palestinian arena is that national unity forms 

the basis for achieving other tasks.   Dr. Sabri says, “Again these figures reflect a development connected with the 

current escalation of the issue, which is ending division.   So, it is no wonder this matter ranks as the first step to paving 

the road to other priorities.  Ending occupation and improving living conditions come within the general context and 

will follow national unification. Therefore, all eyes are focused on ending division.”17

Meanwhile 31% of the youth said that their current priorities are improving 

living conditions and 12% stated that conducting presidential and legislative 

elections were their priorities.

In a focus group including youth from all the West Bank governorates, many 

young people declared that improving living conditions does not solely 

refer to a betterment in the economic situation but it also means ensuring 

a decent life for citizens and particularly for youth.  A young female student 

said, “Improving living conditions starts with ensuring a decent livelihood for each 

household; we do not need aid or food parcels from any party.  We need education 

and job opportunities; we need internal security and health insurance for the 

majority of people…” Another young person asked, “Why is more money spent 

on the security sector than on any other sector? Before the advent of the PNA, 

people were protecting themselves and their property; we don’t need Palestinian 

security men carrying clubs against the demonstrators…”18

In an attempt to explain the youth focus on ending division and improving 

living conditions, the activist Najwan Berekdar holds the current leadership 

responsible for the deterioration of the popular momentum. Berekdar said, 

“This current situation is not due to people’s unawareness; it is because they do not 

15 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

16 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

17 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

18 A focus group conducted with young people in Ramallah on 16 March 2011
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26 know how to end the occupation and the leadership does not think much about ending the occupation. So no wonder 

people consider living conditions as their priority.  But we should not forget that there is a direct relationship between 

our living conditions and the occupation and we should not separate these two components.”19

A focus group of young people from the different West Bank governorates discussed the concept of improving living 

conditions. For them, it was evident that this issue is connected to the economic situation and job opportunities 

along with freedom and rights issues.  To explain the transformation in people’s minds toward such issues, a young 

female commented, “The development of the Palestinian economic situation was not natural but distorted whether in 

the agricultural sector or the foreign trade sector.  After the Oslo accords the living situation of people changed and all 

of a sudden excessive richness emerged.  In the past, food baskets consisted of local agricultural products but now our 

markets are filled with imported products and we transformed into a consumer society. Suddenly a new strata appeared 

and people are now encouraged to take out bank loans to pay for their consumption.”20

The participants agreed unanimously that the vital elements of improved living 

conditions are personal security, job security, internal security, promoting and 

maintaining the Palestinian identity, improving the educational level and 

increasing job opportunities.

In regards to resisting the Israeli occupation, 16% of the youth considered 

it their priority. This low percentage leads to the conclusion that Palestinian 

division took focus away from the occupation, which in the past formed the 

top priority of people followed by improving living conditions.  Some of the 

youth expressed their concern about the deterioration of popular interest in 

the issue of ending the occupation despite their awareness of the impact of 

division. The young activist Fadi Quran expressed his concern saying, “These 

figures are annoying. The internal division is caused by the occupation, the dire 

living conditions in both the West Bank and Gaza Strip is caused by the racist 

separation imposed by the Israelis.  Any young Palestinian classifies these obstacles 

and problems according to his/her vision. Division problems are considered more 

dangerous than any other problems. Consequently, these figures express the 

emotions of youth more than their thinking.”21

19 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

20 A focus group conducted with young people in Ramallah on 16 March 2011

21 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011
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“Freedom from occupation 

and an end to the 

suppression of  freedom 

or the violation of rights in 

the Palestinian territories 

are integral.  Nobody in any 

Palestinian government or 

any Western governments 

should expect that the 

young Palestinian people 

will concede their freedom 

for bread; if we have to 

choose between our 

freedom and bread, we will 

choose freedom -- we were 

not born to be slaves.”

Figure 9: The main current priority for youth

Improving the economic situation Ending the internal dispute Resisting the occupation Holding presidental and legisla-

tive elections

Other priority

31%

40%

16%

12%

1%

In his turn, the political analyst Hani Masri considered focusing on political 

issues such as ending the occupation or ending internal division of great 

importance saying, “Without looking at the issue with contradiction, ending 

division will enable the Palestinian people to seriously and productively resist the 

occupation. It is remarkable that a large percentage of the Palestinian people are 

more concerned with ending division …than improving living conditions. This 

means that the Palestinian people are insisting on defending their rights and it 

gives these issues priority over anything else.”22

Two young people who participated in a sit-in held to end division were 

interviewed.  One was  from the West Bank and the other from the Gaza Strip. 

Both of them affirmed that ending division and ending occupation are of 

great significance and action to end them cannot be separated. The young 

person from the West Bank said, “When we demonstrate to end division, we 

do that to strengthen the unity of Palestinians in its battle against occupation.  

Similarly, any effort against occupation will embarrass the political factions and 

make them follow the street movement.” 23 The Gazan youth feels that freedom 

cannot be split neither by the occupation nor by any other procedures that 

suppress freedoms in the West Bank and Gaza Strip saying, “Freedom from 

occupation and an end to the suppression of  freedom or the violation of rights 

in the Palestinian territories are integral.  Nobody in any Palestinian government 

or any Western governments should expect that the young Palestinian people will 

concede their freedom for bread; if we have to choose between our freedom and 

bread, we will choose freedom -- we were not born to be slaves.”24

The main important differences among youth are summarized in the 

following:

• Regarding ending division, the percentage is higher among males than 

among females while ending the occupation is higher among females 

than among males.

• The highest percentage in the West Bank is for improving living conditions 

(37%) while in Gaza ending division (50%) was the main priority. Difference 

is minimal between the West Bank and Gaza Strip concerning resisting the 

22 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

23 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

24 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011
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28 occupation as a priority.  Meanwhile, the percentage of those who consider the elections as a priority is higher 

in the Gaza Strip than in the West Bank by 7%.

• For those who trust Fateh, the first two priorities are improving living conditions and ending division, while for 

those who trust Hamas, the first two priorities are ending division and ending occupation.

Table 6: The main priority for the youth by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Improving the economic situation 32% 31% 37% 18% 33% 14% 23% 32%

Ending the internal division 48% 35% 36% 50% 40% 42% 44% 40%

Resisting the occupation 11% 20% 17% 16% 13% 37% 23% 15%

Conducting presidential and legislative 

elections 10% 13% 10% 17% 14% 7% 10% 12%

Other priorities 0% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 1%



29We conclude this part of the report by the quote of an activist from Jerusalem, engineer Rami Mushasha, “At 

the end, we are like other peoples besieged by daily concerns; the divisions within the state have not taken a national 

dimension and this has frustrated Palestinian youth.  Ending division is a vital demand because its continuity weakens 

us internally.  In regards to the occupation and its resistance, the Palestinian 

youth now realize that we can revitalize the political process and its actions -- 

and not just its reactions.  Youth should be rational in their behavior and firm in 

their convictions.   We have learned through experience, that to make change, 

there should be popular, political and youth consensus, including the political 

and factional leaderships. Currently, youth are aware of the Palestinian political 

situation and it may be that their priorities are based on their belief of the necessity 

to arrange the Palestinian home and promote steadfastness.”25 

3.2 Confronting the Occupation

Youth support of strategies for confronting the occupation vary but the option 

that got the highest support from youth (28%) is the strategy that gathers 

both popular and armed resistance (in accordance with international law) 

in the occupied Palestinian territories, closely followed by the strategy of 

negotiations and popular resistance (21%). 

Concerning the negotiations strategy as a sole way for confronting the 

occupation, 20% of youth supported this option while 18% of youth believe 

that the most suitable strategy is popular resistance (including boycott).  

Armed resistance as a sole strategy was supported by only 9% of the youth 

surveyed. 

Figure 10: The best strategy to currently confront occupation

popular resistance & 

boycotting

Armed resistance within 

the 1967 borders

A combination of popular & 

armed resistance

Negotiation Negotiations and popular 

resistance

Other

18%

9%

28%

20%
21%

3%

Despite the different attitudes of young people toward the occupation as reflected in the above statistics, it is 

evident that for youth, resistance in all its forms is the main recourse for dealing with the occupation. That does 

not mean that resistance takes place outside of the political sphere. Political settlement is also acceptable without 

any prejudice to the right of the Palestinian people. It is also evident that resistance as an option is increasingly 

accepted although it is still limited in comparison to the youth experience in the first Palestinian Intifada. Fateh, 

the largest Palestinian party, adopted popular resistance as an option in its sixth general conference and some 

branches within Hamas became more receptive to this option as popular resistance represents an alternative 

that can be agreed upon. In this regard, Wasfi Qubha, a Hamas leader believes that undoubtedly, resistance is a 

comprehensive and broad concept and it does not only mean armed resistance. There are many forms of resistance- 

steadfastness on Palestinian land is an example of resistance. These forms of resistance vary from generation to 

25 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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30 generation. He asks, why popular resistance was not developed and why it has remained the exclusive domain 

of a small number of foreigners and Palestinians? Why has popular resistance decreased and not increased over 

time?  He questions why it has remained nothing but a slogan without being developed in terms of performance 

and lobbying to include all the factions and forces so as to give the same results as that of armed resistance as 

supported by the Arab and Islamic network ?26  

AWRAD's survey findings27 present a number of ways to end the occupation. One third of respondents declared 

that the best way to end occupation and establish the Palestinian state is through negotiations between the 

two parties to reach a final agreement, 21% believe that non-violent resistance is the best way, 19% believe that 

convening an international conference that imposes a solution on all parties is the best way, 5% believe in working 

through the United Nations and 17% believe that a military operation is the best way to end the occupation 

and establish the Palestinian state. These findings are different from Sharek’s findings because Sharek’s sample 

included youth only and different options were given in each of the surveys.  We consider it necessary, however, to 

refer to the newest information in this regard. 

For further clarifications on the resistance strategies and available options among youth, we quote these two 

interviews:

The National Democratic Coalition Secretary Omar Assaf says, “Resistance is a way and being so it is linked with 

international law and legitimacy. Therefore, I believe in combining all forms of resistance to achieve our rights and 

confront occupation without putting negotiations in contradiction with resistance. Consequently, I find that combining 

resistance in all its forms as well as negotiations is the best option, remembering that negotiation is not an alternative 

to resistance. Resistance is the option which all the youth should adhere to.” 28

In the same context, researcher Omar Barghouthi believes that the percentages clearly show that there is confusion 

in concepts and maybe non-clarity and that the youth surveyed perhaps found the question itself unclear and 

thus the percentages are not clear.  He says, “I mean that negotiations were mentioned as a way of struggle and it 

is not like that. Negotiations in all the world revolutions come to achieve rights in an advanced stage of struggle, after 

both conflicting forces are on equal footing. The negotiation process is not and cannot be an alternative for resistance 

forms.  It is worth noting that resistance is the basis to end oppression, suppression and occupation and resistance has 

different forms that have to be guided by ethical conditions and clear national principles. As a people, we have the right 

to practice all forms of resistance including armed struggle in accordance with international laws and the UN Charter. 

Nevertheless, we have to abide by the principles and ethics of resistance. We cannot consider attacking civilians from 

the other party as resistance. There are criteria. Do we have the right, as a principle, to resistance? Yes we have this right 

to use this form of resistance. Personally I don’t see, under the suffocating siege and separation of the Palestinian land 

from its natural surroundings, any possibility for the armed resistance alone to succeed in achieving self-determination, 

justice and freedom. Therefore, it is necessary to think of forms of civil popular resistance including civil boycott.” 29 

In regards to the main differences by variables, they are as follows:

Gender:  Female youth are more supportive of negotiations and less to armed struggle than males.

Region: Youth in the West Bank are more supportive of peaceful resistance while youth in the Gaza Strip are more 

supportive of the option that combines popular and armed resistance.

Factional Trust: The highest percentage that support negotiations is among those who trust Fateh (25%) 

compared to 2% among those who trust Hamas, 17% who trust other factions and 20% among those who do not 

trust any faction.

The highest percentage that support armed struggle in the Palestinian territories is among those who trust Hamas 

(29%) compared to 10% among those who do not trust factions and 5% and 3% among those who trust Fateh and 

other factions respectively.

26 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

27 Findings of a survey conducted by the Arab World for Research and Development “AWRAD” published on 17 March 2011

28 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

29 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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The majority of those who trust Fateh, other factions and those who do not trust any factions tend to lean more 

toward popular resistance options, combining popular and armed resistance or combining resistance and 

negotiation. 

Table 7: The best strategy to currently confront the occupation by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Popular resistance and boycotting 17% 19% 21% 10% 22% 10% 22% 17%

Armed resistance within the 1967 

borders 12% 7% 7% 12% 5% 29% 3% 10%

A combination of popular 

resistance and the armed resistance 27% 29% 26% 33% 22% 45% 39% 28%

Negotiation 16% 22% 20% 19% 25% 2% 17% 20%

A combination of negotiations and the 

Popular Resistance 22% 21% 21% 22% 25% 12% 19% 21%

Others 6% 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 0% 5%



32 3.3 Confronting the Division

3.3.1 Who is responsible for division?

Half of the youth (50%) considered that all the Palestinian factions are 

responsible for the division, while nearly one quarter of them (24%) considered 

Fateh and Hamas equally responsible for the continuity of division, 12% 

considered Hamas and 7% considered Fateh as responsible for the division in 

the first degree. 

In this context, Dr. Nader thinks that it is necessary to read the findings in 

their correct context aside from the questions posed in the questionnaires. This is because holding all factions 

responsible for the division by the youth includes Fateh and Hamas. He says, “These findings that the majority of the 

Palestinian people hold Hamas and Fateh responsible are not affirmed; also all factions include Fateh and Hamas and 

around one quarter of the youth hold these two factions as responsible. Through these data, youth are trying to convey 

clear messages to these two main factions to urge them to make the necessary changes to end division. Accordingly 

… these two factions have to make the required changes. I believe that this forms part of the disappointment of youth 

toward the two main parties and their tendency to seek other ways of thinking as is evidenced by the increasing support 

for independents in Palestinian society.”30

Researcher and lecturer at Birzeit University Islah Jad says, “I absolutely agree that half the youth hold all the factions 

responsible for internal division.”31

In a report prepared by Firas Tneineh, youth activist Hazem Abu Hilal held 

the Palestinian factions, especially Fateh and Hamas, responsible for division, 

saying, “The failure of the different factions, first and foremost, Fateh and Hamas, 

to end division and follow the success of the youth movement and furthermore 

the failure of the security forces in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to suppress 

youth activism, despite efforts by Palestinian factions to try to contain the youth 

and direct their demands … the factions seek to contain this youth action after 

witnessing the power of youth activism in the Arab region. The Palestinian 

factions do not have independent political agendas; they are subject to external agendas and they lack political will.  

Furthermore, some of these factional leaders have personal interests.”32  

30 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

31 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

32 A press report prepared by Firas Tneineh and published on Maan website on 18 March 2011
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33Generally, the detailed findings reveal that that the percentage of male youth who hold Hamas responsible for 

division is higher than the percentage of females by 10%. The percentage of those who hold Fateh and Hamas 

equally responsible is higher in the Gaza Strip while the percentage of those who hold all factions responsible is 

higher in the West Bank.

It is natural that the percentage of those holding Hamas responsible is higher among those who trust Fateh and 

vice versa, which is affirmed by the survey results. Meanwhile, the highest percentage for holding all the factions 

responsible is among those who do not trust any Palestinian faction. 

Figure 11: The main faction responsible for the continuous internal division

Fateh in the first place Hamas in the first place Both Fateh and Hamas All of the Palestiian 

factions

The Israeli occupation Others

7%

12%

24%

50%

3% 3%

Despite the similar results between the youth of the West Bank and Gaza Strip in relation to ending division, our 

discussions with a number of youth in a focus group in the West Bank and another in the Gaza Strip revealed 

differences in the motivations of each of the two groups toward this issue. Both sides believe that the division 

is related to the general national concern, but Gazan youth strongly believe that the division deprives the Gaza 

Strip of many living opportunities. The siege on Gaza is a sufficient motivation to move against the division and its 

consequences. Wafa Abdel Rahman agrees with this opinion. She says, “The division and its continuity is a life issue 

for the citizens of the Gaza Strip while our feelings in the West Bank toward this issue is immediate and changeable, 

being an issue related to the national general concerns that we have to unite. The details of division do not directly 

impact the majority of people in the West Bank while in Gaza division impacts 

all details of daily life. Therefore, people’s feeling toward the division and their 

willingness to end it in the Gaza Strip is much higher than in the West Bank. Yes, 

I hold all the factions responsible for division and some of them participated in it 

actively while others did so passively through  their silence and not taking actual 

measures to end it.”33

3.3.2 Options to End Division

With multiple options to end division, the attitudes of youth are diverse, 

despite the fact that around half of them (48%) support the option of forming 

a national unity government from all factions. As far as conducting presidential 

and legislative elections (as an option to end division and not as support for 

conducting these elections), this option was supported by 22% while other 

options were supported by 7% and 12%. 

It is evident that the (youth) options toward the political issues, including the 

division, have not been developed yet. Such options need time, unified efforts 

and further debates among the youth themselves. In this regard, Hazem 

Qawasmi says, “First, there are youth initiatives, most of them on the Internet and 

33 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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Facebook, as I expect. Other groups are directed by leaderships and factions and they are framed and belong to factions 

but do not represent the majority of youth. It is important to have national unity and not only call for a national unity 

government. This cannot be achieved by simply calling for an end to division. Repeating and reiterating this statement 

does not remove the reasons that led to division.  The Palestinian youth still need time and I believe it is early despite 

some action on Facebook. However, it is a beginning and I believe that the spark to launch a youth campaign and 

involve all strata of Palestine is imminent. Regarding the presidential and legislative elections, to my knowledge the 

circles of independent youth oppose any elections when the nation is divided as the President recently expressed.” 34 

Figure 12: Solutions that may end the Palestinian internal division

Holding presidental and 

legislative elections

Forming a national unity 

government of all factions

Completion of the national 

dialogue sessions

Formation a consensus 

government of non-political 
personalities

Keeping the security 

services in the west Bank 
and Gaza on the current 

status, and formation of a 

unity government

Other solution

22%

48%

12%

9%
7%

3%

Dr. Sabri Seidam does not consider the issue of existing options to end division a priority among youth. They 

look at this issue in terms of principle while priorities come later. Dr. Seidam says, “I want to say in this context that 

34 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011



35the social networks may have created a kind of instability in youth perceptions due to the multiplicity of social and 

political websites that call for an end to division. Consequently, the perceptions of youth are unstable and influenced by 

social networks, which number nearly 400. However, the clear vision among the youth is ending division. Developing 

a mechanism for ending division may not be a priority now, especially as youth are structuring their activities and 

testing the efficiency of their social networking. Those who remain plugged into social networks are those who have 

distinguished thinking, can influence more and establish the biggest network of affiliates to their networks.” 35

In the same context, Hamas leader Wassfi Qubha believes that undoubtedly, division is worrying the youth, 

especially those who do not belong to any faction. He thinks that there are complications in the Palestinian arena 

represented by conditions put in place by international players.  “Has the slogan, 'Partners in blood, Partners in 

decision making' of the faction in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank been translated into a practical reality reflecting 

acceptance of the other and plurality? If we unite, the occupation cannot impose or impact us.”36

The political analyst Hani Masri said, “We tried elections without agreement; elections without national agreement 

would not solve the problem.  A national unity government may take us to the elections but we must not forget that we 

are under occupation, which plays a role and interferes in the elections and in everything.  Consequently, without national 

agreement, we cannot weaken the influence of the occupation and even with national agreement the occupation will 

interfere. In that case, however, we can limit its interference to a minimum and the result will be reasonable.”37

The main differences in the perceptions of youth (by variables) regarding options for ending division, the following 

are concluded: 

• There is more support for the formation of a national unity government among females than males and more 

support for completing the national dialogue among males than among females.

• There are no considerable differences in the support among youth for the existing options by region.

• The percentage of those who trust Fateh (29%) and support conducting presidential and legislative elections 

is higher than among those who trust Hamas (17%). Meanwhile, the percentage of support for this option 

among those who trust other factions or do not trust any factions is similar to the percentage of those who 

trust Hamas. 

Table 8: Options to end division by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Holding presidential and legislative 

elections 22% 21% 21% 23% 29% 17% 15% 19%

Forming a national united  government 

of all factions 43% 51% 49% 45% 42% 50% 59% 49%

Completion of the national dialogue 

sessions 16% 9% 12% 12% 15% 14% 5% 11%

Formation of a consensus 

government of non-political 

personalities
8% 9% 9% 8% 5% 7% 13% 10%

Keeping the security services in 

the West Bank and Gaza on the current 

status, and  formation of a unity 

government

6% 7% 7% 7% 6% 12% 5% 7%

Other 5% 2% 2% 6% 3% 0% 3% 4%

35 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

36 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

37 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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The overall 

percentage of 

youth identifying 

themselves as 

Palestinians is 

48%. The overall 

percentage of those 

who identified 

themselves as 

Muslims is 31%.

3.4 Youth and Identity

Among the main issues we deemed necessary to address within this context is identity. There are two important 

main identities that youth identify themselves with: the predominant identity that youth associate with is that of 

being Palestinian first (48% of the youth surveyed) and Muslim first among 31%. The other identities are indicated 

in the figure below. Generally the Islamic identity was selected most often, which leads us to a conclusion that 

the youth may identify themselves by more than one identity according to the impact of certain incidents on the 

general mood and consequently on youth identification of themselves.  

Figure 13: Youth self-identification

Palestinian first Arab first Muslim first Human being first From the Gaza strip From the West Bank

48%

6%

31%

10%

3%
2%

For further investigation on the identity issue, the sociologist and survey 

specialist Dr. Nader Said says, “These findings to a large extent contradict the 

dominant literature in the Arab world and even in Palestinian society. The majority 

of studies available during the last ten years and even the most recent of them 

point out that the majority of the Arab people currently identify themselves by their 

religious identity. Therefore, we generally found that youth identified themselves 

as ‘Muslim first’, then ‘Palestinian’, then ‘Arab’ and then as a ‘human being’.  Today’s 

results are surprising: I believe that youth have these feelings especially of late 

because of the failure of negotiations, the lack of solutions on the horizon by the 

Islamic or national movementsand the feeling that the world is ignoring their 

cause. It is possible that the findings promote youth solidarity and that may be the 

main reason in elaborating this identity. All these estimates are possible and not 

affirmed. The recent interest of Palestinian youth in cultural life and particularly in 

Palestinian culture may have also played a role in emphasizing this issue and the 

importance of ending division to unify the Palestinian identity.”38 

In view of the most important differences related to the youth identity by variables of gender, region and factional 

trust, the following are concluded:

• Female youth who identify themselves as Palestinians first is 11% higher compared to males. On the other 

hand, male youth identify themselves as Muslims 11% more than females. 

• The percentage of youth identifying themselves as Palestinians in the West Bank is 18% higher than in the 

Gaza Strip. On the contrary, the percentage of youth identifying themselves as Muslims is higher in the Gaza 

Strip than in the West Bank by 12%. 

• The overall percentage of youth identifying themselves as Palestinians is 48%. This percentage varies according 

to factional trust. It is 63% among those who trust Fateh, 63% for those who trust other factions, 43% for those 

who do not trust any faction and this percentage sharply drops to 26% among those who trust Hamas. 

38 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011



37• The overall percentage of those who identified themselves as Muslims is 31%. Again the percentage varies by 

factional trust: 55% among youth who trust Hamas, 33% for those who do not trust any faction and 22%  for 

those who trust Fateh.

• The highest percentage among those who identify themselves as human beings is among those who do not 

trust any faction (14%) compared to 6% among the youth who trust Fateh and 5% among those who trust 

Hamas.

Table 9: Youth self-identification by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Palestinian first 41% 52% 53% 35% 62% 26% 63% 43%

Arab first 7% 6% 7% 4% 3% 2% 11% 7%
Muslim first 38% 27% 28% 40% 22% 55% 24% 33%
Human being first 9% 11% 10% 11% 6% 5% 0% 14%
From the Gaza strip 4% 2% 1% 9% 4% 5% 0% 2%
From the West Bank 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 5% 3% 1%
Other 0% 0% 0% 1% 0% 2% 0% 0%

Recommendations:

• Faction leaders and decision makers should consider the demands of youth and their vision toward their 

societal and national issues.

• Provision of the legal and institutional frameworks that ensure the participation of youth in decision 

making within factions, representative institutions and trade unions.

• A rapid response from political parties to the demands of youth related to ending division and establishing 

national unity.

• Build strategies for resisting occupation in accordance with the visions of young people, especially 

allowing youth to constitute the fundamental body of all the Palestinian factions.

• Protection of the general freedoms and individual and collective rights and the provision of legal and 

media environments that include freedom of gathering, expression, opinion and institutional work in 

addition to ending all forms of violations, incitement, arrest and confiscation of freedoms and property.

• Not to separate community issues from national liberation issues so as to strengthen the internal front with 

unity, promote the steadfastness of youth on their land and provide the appropriate job opportunities. 

• Encourage and promote popular resistance concepts and ways of encouraging youth to support the 

boycott campaigns. 

• Linking the struggle of the Palestinian youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip with the struggle of young 

Palestinians who reside in present-day Israel and in the Diaspora, against occupation and Israel’s racism.

• Work on improving the internal front by ending division and reaching an agreement among all political 

and societal forces on forms and strategies of resistance.

• Commit to democratic and transparent elections as a basis for authority rotation in all institutional, 

factional and representative bodies at both the Palestinian Authority and PLO levels.

• Promote the Palestinian national identity in the platforms of factions, education, institutions and media 

with special focus on the Arab and Islamic dimensions of the Palestinian identity as a part of the entire 

human identity. 
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    Impacts of the Arab Context

4



39Youth Activism: Signs of Change

4.1 Impacts of the Arab Context

Of the youth surveyed 45% believe that the Arab popular revolutions will have 

a positive impact on the Palestinian cause while 18% believe that the impact 

will be negative and 37% believe that it will not have any impacts at all.

Figure 14: Impact of the Arab popular revolutions on the Palestinian 

cause

  45%  Positive impact

  18%  Negative impact

  37%  No impact at all

AWRAD's survey findings are similar to the findings of the survey Sharek conducted for this purpose (the difference 

is that the AWRAD survey is on a sample of adults while this report’s survey includes only youth). AWRAD’s 

survey indicates that 46% of respondents believe that the Egyptian and Tunisian revolutions will positively affect 

opportunities for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state, 19% believe that the impact will be 

negative and 32% do not believe that the changes in the region will make any difference for the Palestinians.39

 In this regard, Omar Assaf says, “There will be a positive impact on the Palestinian 

cause because the people and young participants should be directed toward 

achieving justice. As the Palestinian cause is a just cause, I believe it should obtain 

the support of youth who will definitely play a role in the coming stages. Therefore, 

were it not for Arab youth, there would not be any change, which will positively 

be reflected on the Palestinian cause, in general and the Islamic movements, in 

particular.”40

The political analyst Hani Masri expressed his surprise over the statistics of 

those who believe that the Arab revolutions have a positive impact on the 

Palestinian cause -- he was expecting a much higher percentage. He says, 

“The revolutions are still going on and have not achieved a comprehensive 

victory, a fact that justifies some worries. However, the prior situation in these 

Arab states negatively affected the Palestinians and therefore, the change in the 

Arab situation and the return of the Arab spirit and the feeling that Arab citizens 

are able to make change will be positively reflected on the Palestinians and their 

cause. This is because the Palestinian cause is an Arab cause and it cannot achieve 

its objectives without effective Arab support.” 41

Generally speaking, differences on the impact of the Arab revolution on the Palestinian cause are insignificant by 

gender.  By region there is only a slightly higher percentage in the West Bank among those who believe that the 

revolutions have a positive impact.

39 Findings of a survey conducted by the Arab World for Research and Development published on 17 March 2011

40 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

41 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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People want to see an 

end to division and 

are shouting against 

it.

By factional trust, the findings revealed greater differences as 84% of the youth who trust Hamas believe that the 

Arab revolutions have had a positive impact compared to 56% among youth who trust other factions, 40% among 

those who trust Fateh and 42% for those who do not trust any faction. 

Commenting on this issue, Hamas leader Wasfi Qubha believes that it is evident that any changes in the Arab arena 

and Arab regimes will be positively reflected on the Palestinian cause in general and on the Islamic movements in 

particular. This is a fact resulting from the history and development of these revolutions and the impact of Islamic 

movements on them. Therefore, he believes that these figures are real and reflect the extent of the Arab youth 

concern in the Palestinian cause and the extent of their yearning to work for this cause. The former and present 

Arab regimes hindered the energy of the Arab youth in their quest to support the Palestinian cause. He goes on 

to say that the Zionist siege and aggression on Gaza caused the youth to spill out into the streets but they did 

not bring about any change. Nevertheless, the accumulation of Arab youth energies exploded through Bu Azizi, 

whose sacrificial act ignited these revolutions.  Each day we hear about youth movements in Arab countries. Even 

when there is no national protest movement, regimes have started what they call 'the democratic process' by 

improving their democratic performance and attempting to present a positive image.42

Table 10: Impact of Arab revolutions on the Palestinian cause by gender, region and factional trust

Gender Region Factional trust 
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Positive impact 47% 44% 48% 39% 40% 84% 56% 42%

Negative impact 18% 18% 17% 21% 28% 2% 10% 17%

No impact at all 35% 38% 35% 40% 32% 14% 33% 41%

Many of the youth said that the achievements in Egypt and Tunisia were the outcome of clever preparations that 

took place in accordance with the needs of the youth and their communities and the requirement to confront 

their regimes. The success of these two revolutions encouraged other Arab peoples to go to the street and express 

their rejection of the existing situations in their countries, even if they are not at the same level of preparedness as 

the people of Egypt and Tunisia.

In regards to the implications these youth revolutions and mass demonstrations in many Arab countries have 

had on the Palestinian youth, the focus group emphasized that the Arab youth revolted against their regimes 

when they were ready to do so and when they could no longer endure the regimes they were living under. They 

unleashed their revolutions following the effective mobilization and lobbying campaigns via social networks. As 

a result, the Arab youth were more prepared than their Palestinian peers who grasped the idea but did not take 

the initiative. 

A young person of the focus groups said, “The youth did not properly lobby and 

mobilize for the sit-in staged to end division, but the outcome was a nice feeling,”43 

referring to the sit-in of 15 March.

The focus group unanimously agreed that if Fateh wants to end division and 

Hamas demands an end to the division and all the other factions and forces 

did likewise, who would be left in support of such division? The people? People 

want to see an end to division and are shouting against it. They asked if Fateh and Hamas called their masses to 

participate in the sit-in staged to end division and so did the independents, women and all citizens, who then 

would be promoting division?44 

42 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

43 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011

44 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011
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62% of the youth 

expressed their 

mistrust in any of the 

existing parties.

4.2 Trust in Factions and Organizations

4.2.1 Trust in factions

As mentioned above, the survey findings pointed out a new drop in the trust 

youth have in political factions.  In fact, 62% of the youth expressed their 

mistrust in any of the existing parties while 26% reported that they trust 

Fatah, 6% trust Hamas and 6% trust the remaining factions. These findings are 

lower than the findings of a survey conducted by Near East Consulting in cooperation with Sharek Youth Forum 

in February 2010. The February 2010 findings revealed that more than half of the Palestinian youth (52%) did not 

trust any political faction, 30% trusted Fateh, 12% trusted Hamas and 6% trusted other factions.45

  6%  Other

  30%  Fateh

  12%  Hamas

  52%  None

Following the announcement of the findings, which showed a drop in the trust youth have in political factions, they 

were discussed with a number of faction leaders, who attempted to minimize the severity of the problem.  At that 

45 Sharek Youth forum, Palestinian Youth and Political Factions: From Involvement in Political Factions to Fear and Disappointment, Ramallah 

March 2010



42 time Sharek’s report stated, “The reason could be that the political parties are not willing to talk about their internal 

crises because the deterioration of their masses is the most important manifestation of their organizational crises.  It 

is worth distinguishing here between two alternatives:  the first is related to minimizing the severity of the problem 

when talking with the masses despite being fully aware of the seriousness of the problem, while the second alternative 

is that they pretend that the issue does pose a problem or reach crisis point. This suggests a further deterioration in the 

relationship between the youth and political factions. Recognizing the problem and diagnosing it helps in setting up 

realistic solutions without meaning that it will radically solve the problem.  But the situation will be worse if the problem 

is not recognized at all and rather is denied.”46   The analysis of the findings suggested that the problem is worsening, 

a fact that was proven by the findings of this survey. 

The solutions recommended by the factional leaderships at that time are as follows (It needs to be noted that 

nothing has been achieved since the publication of these recommendations):

• Joint action between the youth and the political factions to solve the problem.

• Search for innovative solutions balancing between the interests of youth and their role in the national 

framework.

• Involvement of youth in the formulation of the factional platforms.

• Revision of the factional policies and confirmation of the democratic practice within the factions and at the 

national level in general.

• Inclusion of social programs focusing on the various sectors and social strata in the political platforms.

• Stimulating the national project with special concentration on the basic rights of youth and ensuring their 

participation at all levels.

• Ensuring democracy within the factions and integrating youth into the leadership bodies.

In the focus group discussions, some of the participants said that the political parties had little trust in them 

because they do not take the youth potentials seriously.  One of the participants said, “The decisions of the factions 

are still made by a small group while the youth within these factions do not have any influence on any decisions.”47 

Another young person, who introduced himself as affiliated to a faction, said, “The youth within the factions make 

the decisions related to them by themselves without taking the decision from the faction.”48

4.2.2 Trust in Organizations

Concerning trust in organizations, the majority of youth (67%) expressed their trust in the youth and civil society 

organizations as the parties more capable of representing the rights and interests of youth, while the governmental 

organizations obtained the trust of only 16% of the youth in the West Bank and 5% in the Gaza Strip.

Dr. Nader Said thinks that it is natural that the youth have more trust in the civil organizations than in governmental 

organizations because the former expresses the rights and demands of young people while the latter implements 

these demands in their policies and programs, considering at the same time that the high trust in the civil 

organizations is a good indicator. Nevertheless, this carries some transformations with the emergence of new 

frameworks supporting the representations of youth and expressing their demands more effectively than the 

current civil organizations. Dr. Said also believes that it is natural that demands are expressed within the framework 

and scope of civil society with all its factions, trade unions and organizations. Therefore, he believes it is natural 

that civil society organizations obtain the trust of youth. But the civil organizations do not effect change alone. 

Change is achieved with the participation of factions, trade unions, individuals in the civil organizations including 

charitable societies, local communities and even local governments sometimes have a role in change. So, he states 

that figures in themselves are not important, the idea is that the civil society expects to have a role in taking on the 

demands of youth.  Palestinian civil society does however suffer problems: it is not always receptive to youth, it is 

not fully aware of their views and it fails to target them in its programs and projects. Moreover, Said reveals that the 

46 Sharek Youth forum, Palestinian Youth and Political Factions: From Involvement in Political Factions to Fear and Disappointment, Ramallah 

March 2010

47 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011

48 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011
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leaders of civil society organizations are neither from the youth nor at the representation level of youth. As such, 

he does not believe that the present Palestinian civil society is inclusive and nor does it engage with youth.  In his 

opinion it is evident, however, that new youth frameworks and mechanisms are emerging and will soon surface 

and show their potential. 49

The forced closure of Sharek Youth Forum in the Gaza Strip was an alarming setback for youth work and the 

Palestinian heritage, which is based on respect of civil work and its capacity to provide services for thousands 

of people to alleviate the impacts of siege, poverty and suffering. The decision to shut down Sharek came 

without any legal justification. This further disheartened Gazan youth and their belief that many of the 

measures taken in the Gaza Strip violate freedoms and rights and impose one way of thinking on a society 

that for many decades enjoyed  a state of political plurality and tolerance. Despite many interventions, calls 

and mediations made by Sharek, Palestinian and international organizations, the closure was still in force 

upon publication of this report. 

Activist Hassan Farhat, one of the coordinators of the 15 March sit-in, agrees that there are transformations in 

the vision of youth of their potential and of the existing frameworks and organizations. This may actually lead 

to the emergence of more youth initiatives to fill the gap. He says, “Frankly speaking, youth trust in civil society 

organizations and youth civil organizations more than in governmental organizations. The youth can lead this stage 

and they want to do so independent of organizations and factions who fail to address the demands and needs of youth 

and society.  In my opinion all the youth groups and initiatives are initiated by youth themselves. Youth are able to 

free themselves from the influence of the factions. As activists, the factions attempted to circumvent our moves but we 

evaded their attempts and only adhered to the Palestinian banner.” 50  

The drop of trust in non-youth organizations percentages, has made analysis by variables difficult.  In regards to 

the impact of these variables on the trust youth have in youth and civil society organizations, the most outstanding 

finding in this context is that trust in youth organizations in the West Bank is higher than in the Gaza Strip. 

49 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011

50 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2011
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Figure 15: The main parties that can most represent the youth rights and interests

Youth organization and civil 

society

Governmental institutions in the 

West Bank

Governmental institutions in the 

Gaza Strip

All of the above Other

67%

16%

5%
8%

5%

In the same context, activist Najwan Berekder says, “I agree with the opinion that youth have lost faith in political 

parties and do not trust in governmental institutions, affirming that youth are generally more confident in non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), although not all of them trust NGOs.” 51

It is evident that the issue of trust in civil organizations is due to governmental bodies falling short of achieving 

their duties toward youth and at the same time civil organizations were not fully representing the aspirations of 

young people. In this sense, activist Rami Mushasha from Jerusalem says, “Currently, the Palestinian youth work with 

some youth organizations that represent their voice and demands. Unfortunately the governmental organizations are 

bureaucratic in dealing with the youth and their concerns and worries. It is natural that youth find themselves closer 

to independent organizations and more distant from governmental ones. Moreover, the political situation has caused 

Palestinian youth to gradually lose their trust in these organizations.  It is obvious that youth tend to lean toward 

independent organizations. In the Gaza Strip, the percentage of youth who trust in governmental organizations is even 

lower than in the West Bank because in Gaza the governmental organizations are absent and  NGOs are suppressed, as 

is evidenced by the closure of Sharek Youth Forum in the Gaza Strip.”52

51 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March

52 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2010



45In the same context, activist Fadi Quran believes that distrust in these non-

governmental or governmental organizations is due to the weakness of 

governmental organizations to address issues that concern young people. He 

expresses his surprise that 67% trust in youth and civil organizations. He says, 

“I am sure that they are independent organizations implementing activities and 

events in service of youth, responding to their aspirations and therefore earning 

the respect and trust of those they serve.” 53

4.3 Correlation between Factions and Youth Activism

Of those surveyed, 45% feel that the Palestinian leaders have not yet started 

to respond to the demands of youth as a result of what is going on in the Arab 

arena, while 21% believed that there is some response to their demands and 

34% see that there is a response to a certain extent.

Figure 16: Extent of response of the Palestinian political leadership in 

respect to youth demands as a result of the recent Arab revolutions

  34%  To some extant

  45%  No

  21%  Yes

Of the youth in the West Bank, 58% think that the political leaders have started to respond (or respond to a 

certain extent) to youth demands as a result of the impacts of ongoing Arab revolutions compared to 46% in the 

Gaza Strip. While the youth who trust Fateh and Hamas see (with approximate percentages) that the response to 

youth demands have started, those who trust other factions or do not trust any factions at all also observe this 

trend but in smaller numbers.

Two main responses to the demands of youth appeared with youth activism. The first came in February during 

Prime Minister Salam Fayyad’s consultation about a new government reshuffle.  A group was constituted on 

Facebook to consult young people about their preferences and perceptions regarding the government reshuffle. 

This initiative did not receive acceptance from youth because they felt that it came too late and believed that it 

was not the only way to engage with youth.  As a result, Dr. Fayyad met with a number of the youth leaders and 

their organizations. 

The second initiative was introduced by President Mahmoud Abbas two days 

after the 15 March demonstrations (this initiative did not only come in response 

to the youth demands but also as a part of the PA’s reading of the regional and 

international changes).  President Abbas announced his decision to visit the 

Gaza Strip to end internal division. The Gazan government welcomed Abbas’ 

announcement but until the writing of this report no actual steps have been 

taken concerning arrangements for this visit.

Meanwhile, the majority of youth believe that the political factions seek to 

exploit the emerging youth movements (28% said to a large extent, 39% to a 

53 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011
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46 moderate extend and 16% to some extent).  This situation reflects the fears of youth that the political factions are 

exploiting them and their current moves. 

This was evident when the youth took to the streets demanding an end to the continuing division among political 

factions, especially between Fateh and Hamas.  They gathered their supporters in the West Bank and the Gaza 

Strip.  Many of the focus group participants affirmed, “The majority of Palestinian people are politicized and have 

political and factional affiliations and will not condemn their faction’s attitudes. In Gaza, youth groups of Hamas took to 

streets with Hamas flags and in the West Bank Fateh members cheered for their organization (such as ending the coup 

instead of ending division).  How can a people call for ending division when it is divided itself?” 54

In an interview conducted in Al-Manara Square in Ramallah with one of the coordinators of the emerging youth 

movement in the West Bank, he said, “The independent youth are fully aware that some parties are trying to exploit 

their movement but these young people will continue to labor on without fear from factional or security interventions. 

The time when leaders of regimes can suppress their people is over.”55

Another coordinator reported that the youth who believe in the necessity for change are the most steadfast, while 

voices that share the same mentality as the factions they show allegiance to tend to falter in their convictions.  He 

says, “The idea is not based on mobilization. On 15 March, Fateh mobilized around 2000 members but they left the sit-in 

at 2 pm and went home while those who remained are independent young people of principles. The political factions 

utilize money to mobilize people around them.”56

Figure 17: Extent of exploitation by political factions to the emerging youth movements

  39%  To a moderational extent

  16%  To some extent

  16%  No exploitation at all

  28%  To a large extent

 

Many activists and researchers affirm that the survey findings concerning the political factions exploit youth 

activism or empty it from its real content.  Hassan Farhat from Gaza and one of the coordinators of 15 March sit-

in affirmed, “The above mentioned percentages are quite reasonable as the political parties seek to exploit the youth 

movements. There are many examples of political factions exploiting the youth movements.  They know that 15 March 

is a day for uprising and revolt in Palestine and the Diaspora.”57 

One of the young participants in the Gaza sit-in to end division says, “In Gaza, Hamas tried to control the youth 

sit-in and for that reason the youth withdrew. The youth were amazed by the number of youth who were not Hamas 

supporters.  The same happened in the West Bank where young participants were threatened, beaten and insulted 

simply because the views held were different from the existing political reality.” 58

Merhi Bashir, another activist from Gaza, confirmed the fact that the political factions tried to exploit the youth 

movements saying, “At present, Palestinian youth are facing a challenge to attain all their rights from the governmental 

and non-governmental organization and political parties, all of which have ignored the role of youth. For that reason, 

Palestinian youth are facing a challenge to achieve these rights.”59 

54 A focus group conducted with youth in Gaza on 16 March 2011

55 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

56 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

57 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

58 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

59 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011



47On the other hand, a number of young people emphasized that the attempts to contain the youth movement is not 

exclusive to security dealings or factional mobilization but that these attempts also sought to prevent the youth 

from expressing their opinions. Factions, in general, are not willing to permit an alternative discourse highlighting 

their deficiencies and their inability to answer the status quo questions. In this regard, a young person said, “We as 

Palestinian youth are subjected to threats from the factions on a daily basis. If a Palestinian student is not affiliated to 

a certain faction, he/she is not allowed to speak and express his/her opinion. The question here is why are these young 

people prevented from expressing their opinions? The 15 March sit-in resulted in beatings and assaults against the 

youth which further proved that political factions have their own agendas and reject the emergence of other agendas.”  60 

In this context, the Chairwoman of the Board of Trustees of Falastinyat says, “I believe these figures are truly 

representative of the opinions of Palestinian youth.  As I said before, there is confusion among the older generation and 

among the traditional political forces. This is why there are attempts to contain youth groups and change the focus 

as happened in the Egyptian and Tunisian scenes and in Bahrain. There is an attempt to contain the street movement 

through the participation of political forces and factions so that the street power of Facebook and other social networks 

do not succeed in turning youth against them. Yes, there are thorough attempts to damage the street movement.  

Whenever a political party or faction announces its support for a certain group, it actually destroys it by doing so.  If I 

were in the place of the youth, I would say get your hands off the youth groups and let youth carry their own demands. 

Let’s see where the youth movement will lead, perhaps it will end division and move the nation to end the occupation 

and settlements.”61

Researcher Omar Barghouthi says, “The national and Islamic forces are imprisoned by their histories and have lost 

the ability to make a change and to organize and escalate effective resistance and effective leadership for people in 

its resistance to the occupation, the right of return and racist practices of the Zionist regime against the Palestinian 

people living within Israel’s borders. I also see that the failure of the majority is because they could not successfully lead 

this change and champion our rights, most importantly the right to self-determination. This made factions adhere to 

spontaneous or youth initiatives here and there to try to control and dominate them so as to claim that they are still 

present and have power and influence. Unfortunately the overwhelming majority of these factions are out of touch with 

the present reality.  Consequently, I do agree with what has been said- that there are containment attempts not only by 

the big factions but also by the small ones, I mean the leftist, national right-wing and Islamist all are equally responsible 

for this situation.”62

60 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

61 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2010

62 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2010



48 For his part youth activist Fadi Quran believes that all the political parties seek to step forward on account of the 

others. Youth activism will be competing with the other existing political parties and forces. For that reason, he is 

not surprised that youth feel that these factions exploit their activism, efforts, events and ideas.63

While the youth feel that certain factions attempted to snatch their activism or circumvent it, some of the leaders 

of the factions belittled what the youth said in this regard. PFLP Vice Secretary General Abdel Rahim Malouh 

considered that all youth are politically affiliated while DFLP politburo member Qais Abdel Karim expressed that 

the success of youth activism does not mean failure of factions. To express these two attitudes, we quote these two 

press interviews conducted by Firas Tneineh:

Malouh says, “The majority of youth participants in the sit-in belong to political parties at a time of severe political 

polarization and the spread of politicization in the Palestinian street. Accusing political factions of snatching the light 

from youth should not be hyped … the participating youth are affiliated to one faction or another or to this opinion or 

that. Naturally and logically the participants cheer for this party or that. But the people are united against division and 

occupation and aligned with democracy and freedom. This affirms that there are basic issues unifying the Palestinian 

people separate from their intellectual, ideological or political background.”64

63 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

64 Press report prepared by Firas Tneineh  published on Maan News Website on 18 March 2011



49On the same issue, Abdel Karim said, “The popular uprising is for youth of all colors and beliefs, including independent 

youth who do not belong to any faction. Youth activism is not directed against factions but against the narrow factional 

agendas that attempt to impose their factional interests. Rather, they are required to respond to the people’s demands 

by putting all factional interests aside and support the people’s demand of the immediate cessation of internal division. 

The situation necessitates the cohesion of all factions with a united popular will to end division and this is the only 

means to end occupation. There is no response to agendas that seek to benefit at the expense of others; unity of all is 

required to meet the call for ending division.”65

4.4 Searching for Alternatives

The Oslo accords and the establishment of the Palestinian Authority formed 

a new situation for the Palestinian people, in which contrasting dualities 

came together and priorities became entangled to a degree that led to the 

weakening of the national and social structure of the Palestinian people. With 

the failure of the political process and the hindrance of the PA experience 

in addition to the political division, many questions were raised about the 

destiny of the Palestinian people and the ways out of the existing crisis. In a 

state of undemocratic competition and a lack of legitimacy of the Palestinian 

representation, identification of priorities, constants and different strategies, 

the main issue among the majority of youth was about their marginalization 

and exclusion, although they are the source of all legitimacies and they give 

any social, political or institutional party confidence or no-confidence.  In this 

regard, a young female expressed, “Division has existed for a long time and 

did not just begin in 2006 (when Hamas won control of Gaza); our history is full 

of divisions. But following Oslo and the establishment of the PA, we have been 

suffering from further division. The severest division, however, emerged after the 

last elections. These divisions penetrated people’s mentality and dominated their 

culture.”66

Although the popular and youth rejection of several dominating issues in the Palestinian arena always found 

different expressions in the past years, the recent popular Arab revolutions enhanced the self-confidence 

of Palestinians (among its marginalized people, especially the youth) of its ability to affect change without 

the influence of the dominating factional parties and their agendas, which the majority of interviewees hold 

responsible.67

In this context, chairperson of the Young Entrepreneurs of Palestine Hazem Qawasmi said, “I fully agree with this, 

and it also applies to the 15 March sit-in which started with a youth group demanding a new Palestinian National 

Council and a restructuring of the PLO. But the existing political factions rode the wave and transformed it simply as a 

slogan or an event. Hence, 15 March is a day which was manipulated.”68

In the same context, Rami Mushasha said, “The revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia and what is happening in Libya, 

Bahrain and Yemen prove that political parties failed in leading the movement for change. Palestinian youth are 

convinced that they are independent and that these parties are trying to exploit the growing youth activism in an 

attempt to display their strength on the street.”69

It is possible that the disappointment of young people was enhanced by the fact that the factions try to exploit 

their activism and get around them. A focus group in Sharek Youth Forum consisting of 13 young people (males 

and females) expressed its disappointment in what happened on 15 March in Ramallah and Gaza, affirming that 

all youth have become politically frustrated and that the factions and political forces lost their credibility by riding 

the wave of the youth activism and calling for an end to division. A young female said, “As a young person, I am 

convinced that the situation is very difficult and the process between Fateh and Hamas is on sharing basis.”70

65 Press report prepared by Firas Tneineh  published on Maan News Website on 18 March 2011

66 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011

67 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

68 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2010

69 An interview conducted by Ibrahim Abu Kamesh on 17 March 2010

70 A focus group conducted with youth in Ramallah (West Bank) on 16 March 2011
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Excerpts from a manifesto issued by Free Gaza Youth

F@$# Israel. F@&# Hamas. F&*@ Fatah. F#*@ the UN. F@%# UNWRA. F%#@ USA!

We, the youth in Gaza, are so fed up with Israel, Hamas, Fatah, the occupation, the violations of human rights 

and the indifference of the international community! We want to scream and break this wall of silence, 

injustice and indifference like the Israeli F16’s breaking the wall of sound; scream with all the power in our 

souls in order to release this immense frustration that consumes us because of this f****** situation we live 

in; we are like lice between two nails living a nightmare inside a nightmare, no room for hope, no space 

for freedom. We are sick of being caught in this political struggle; sick of coal dark nights with airplanes 

circling above our homes; sick of innocent farmers getting shot in the buffer zone because they are taking 

care of their lands; sick of bearded guys walking around with their guns abusing their power, beating up 

or incarcerating young people demonstrating for what they believe in; sick of the wall of shame that 

separates us from the rest of our country and keeps us imprisoned in a stamp-sized piece of land; sick of 

being portrayed as terrorists, homemade fanatics with explosives in our pockets and evil in our eyes; sick of 

the indifference we meet from the international community, the so-called experts in expressing concerns 

and drafting resolutions but cowards in enforcing anything they agree on; we are sick and tired of living a 

s***** life, being kept in jail by Israel, beaten up by Hamas and completely ignored by the rest of the world.

There is a revolution growing inside of us, an immense dissatisfaction and frustration that will destroy us unless 

we find a way of canalizing this energy into something that can challenge the status quo and give us some 

kind of hope. The final drop that made our hearts tremble with frustration and hopelessness happened 30th 

November, when Hamas’ officers came to Sharek Youth Forum, a leading youth organization (www.sharek.

ps) with their guns, lies and aggressiveness, throwing everybody outside, incarcerating some and prohibiting 

Sharek from working. A few days later, demonstrators in front of Sharek were beaten and some incarcerated. 

We are really living a nightmare inside a nightmare. It is difficult to find words for the pressure we are under. We 

barely survived the Operation Cast Lead, where Israel very effectively bombed the s*** out of us, destroying 

thousands of homes and even more lives and dreams. They did not get rid of Hamas, as they intended, but they 

sure scared us forever and distributed post traumatic stress syndrome to everybody, as there was nowhere to run.

We are youth with heavy hearts. We carry in ourselves a heaviness so immense that it makes it difficult to us 

to enjoy the sunset. How to enjoy it when dark clouds paint the horizon and bleak memories run past our 

eyes every time we close them? We smile in order to hide the pain. We laugh in order to forget the war. We 

hope in order not to commit suicide here and now. During the war we got the unmistakable feeling that 

Israel wanted to erase us from the face of the earth. During the last years Hamas has been doing all they can 

to control our thoughts, behavior and aspirations. We are a generation of young people used to face missiles, 

carrying what seems to be a impossible mission of living a normal and healthy life, and only barely tolerated 

by a massive organization that has spread in our society as a malicious cancer disease, causing mayhem 

and effectively killing all living cells, thoughts and dreams on its way as well as paralyzing people with its 

terror regime. Not to mention the prison we live in, a prison sustained by a so-called democratic country.

History is repeating itself in its most cruel way and nobody seems to care. We are scared. Here in Gaza we are scared 

of being incarcerated, interrogated, hit, tortured, bombed, killed. We are afraid of living, because every single step 

we take has to be considered and well-thought, there are limitations everywhere, we cannot move as we want, say 

what we want, do what we want, sometimes we even cant think what we want because the occupation has occupied 

our brains and hearts so terrible that it hurts and it makes us want to shed endless tears of frustration and rage!

We do not want to hate, we do not want to feel all of this feelings, we do not want to be victims anymore. ENOUGH! 

Enough pain, enough tears, enough suffering, enough control, limitations, unjust justifications, terror, torture, 

excuses, bombings, sleepless nights, dead civilians, black memories, bleak future, heart aching present, disturbed 

politics, fanatic politicians, religious bulls***, enough incarceration! WE SAY STOP! This is not the future we want!
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We want three things. We want to be free. We want to be able to live a normal life. We want peace. 

Is that too much to ask? We are a peace movement consisting of young people in Gaza and 

supporters elsewhere that will not rest until the truth about Gaza is known by everybody in this 

whole world and in such a degree that no more silent consent or loud indifference will be accepted.

This is the Gazan youth’s manifesto for change!

We will start by destroying the occupation that surrounds us; we will break free from this mental incarceration 

and regain our dignity and self respect. We will carry our heads high even though we will face resistance. 

We will work day and night in order to change these miserable conditions we are living under. We will build 

dreams where we meet walls.

We only hope that you – yes, you reading this statement right now! – can support us. In order to find out how, 

please write on our wall or contact us directly: freegazayouth@hotmail.com 

We want to be free, we want to live, we want peace.

FREE GAZA YOUTH!

Within this framework, a number of youth initiatives carrying signs of early maturity emerged. While some described 

these initiatives as repeated, hindered and numerous, they express, from the youth perspective, a diversity within 

one core framework and over time they will be gathered and efforts will be unified around them. Within the same 

framework, a statement issued by the Palestine Youth Coalition confirmed that the Coalition, “opens its arms to 

all the youth activists to form a national front embracing all aspirations of youth activism until division ends and the 

Palestinian state becomes established.”71  This clearly indicates that there are endeavors to gather youth efforts.  On 

the one hand, the same statement emphasized “promoting the popular resistance approach against occupation, 

settlement and the separation wall because our only contradiction is with the Israeli occupation and its colonial 

plans.” Thus, the statement is clear in saying that the youth activism is rectifying the situation because the only 

contradiction is with occupation and its measures and implications.

Other youth initiatives went beyond the political factions in their pragmatic discourse by posing broader outlines 

that form a basis for a new beginning to confront the internal fragmentation and to concentrate once more 

on the struggle against the occupation. Among these initiatives, we present a document issued by a group of 

independent youth named A Palestinian National Social Contract,72 which says that the people’s compass, with 

youth in the vanguard, is directed toward national liberation and self-determination.  The contract includes three 

main titles:  

1. The New Palestinian National Social Contract

This contract is based on the unity of the Palestinian people (those in Palestine, within its historical borders, and 

those in exile), their inalienable rights and as the determiners of their own destiny on their land and within the 

states of refuge in which the majority of the Palestinian people live. To achieve that, the document presents a 

number of principles most important of which are: rebuilding the PLO as the sole and legitimate representative 

of the Palestinian people, maintaining its independence and reformulating the Palestinian National Charter 

(according to the new Social Contract), in a manner that ensures the Palestinian national and political constants, 

which represent the basis of Palestinian moves for national liberation and self-determination, that resistance of the 

occupation should be by all legitimate and possible means and that the Palestinian people should be represented 

by an elected national council. 

2. Resistance of the occupation and apartheid 

The Palestinian people have the right (and duty) to resist the occupation with all legitimate and available means. 

Resistance, and nothing else, is the strategy of the Palestinian people to achieve its national liberation. The 

71 Statement 1 dated 16 March 2011 issued by Palestine Youth Coalition

72 A document issued by independent youth in Ramallah at the end of February 2011
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document affirms that resistance in the occupied Palestinian territories is legal in all forms including the increase 

of popular resistance of the occupation on the ground, media, international law, popular campaigns, boycotting 

Israel and all forms of naturalization, withdrawal of investment from Israel, imposition of sanctions, support of 

Palestinian steadfastness on their land, especially in Jerusalem and areas threatened with eviction, in the Jordan 

valley and beyond the separation wall. In addition, to confront the occupation and apartheid system by launching 

international boycott campaigns and besieging Israel internationally and through the international courts through 

coordination with friendly organizations that support the Palestinian people and by resisting the racist occupation 

measures taken against the Palestinian people inside the Green Line as well as supporting and providing political 

and legal protection for their demands and struggle.

3. Administration of the living affairs of Palestinian people in the Palestinian territories: 

The Palestinian Authority in the Palestinian territories is the civil entity entrusted by the PLO to administer the 

Palestinians’ affairs. Therefore, it does not have the power of political representation of Palestinians internally 

and abroad.  It does not represent a political entity or a political power under occupation. It is also important to 

emphasize that the PA’s tasks include achievement of security (ensuring requirements of decent life).

Additionally, a number of youth suggested the formation of a youth party. The majority of the youth (80%) 

supported the formation of a youth party (68% supported it to a large extent and 12% to a certain extent). This 

percentage reaches 85% in Gaza Strip (84% among youth who trust Fateh and other factions and 77% among the 

youth who trust Hamas or do not trust any faction).

Figure 18: Youth support for formation of a Palestinian youth party

  68%  Yes

  20%  No

  12%  To some extent

On the other hand, other youth groups expressed their pursuit to end division 

as a first step toward solving all issues. One of these initiatives is what is known 

as the Youth National Plan for National Reconciliation, which was issued by the 

youth participating in the 15 March sit-in and which set up a time limit for the 

governments of Ramallah and Gaza to read the plan and give their comments. 

The plan stated, “The presidency in Ramallah and the Hamas Government 

should read the plan items and comment on them within a period of two weeks of 

receiving them.”73 The plan also set forth prerequisites for reconciliation, most 

importantly is the formation of a reconciliation committee and the cessation 

of all forms of incitement. “Formation of a temporary national unity government 

to administer country affairs only as of signing the plan and until conducting 

the legislative elections and monitoring its work.”74 This plan has been set up to 

simulate the Egyptian Reconciliation Paper, the Prisoners’ Document and the Cairo Declaration in its items and 

issues, with certain amendments, in a manner consistent with the youth understanding of the status quo.

It is evident that the youth efforts to create alternatives and get out of the current political and difficult living 

73 Youth National Plan for National Reconciliation, 15 March 2011

74 ibid



53conditions are diversified but they are common in their contents but with 

different wording or means. This opens future prospects for cooperation 

and the unification of efforts among the various youth groups. Through their 

initiatives, the youth attempt to go beyond the factional formulas. After years 

of frustration, youth are convinced that they have to take the initiative and not 

wait for solutions made by the “adults” in an effort to maintain their “sponsoring” 

role within their communities. One of the youth in the sit-in commented, “If 

only Abu Mazen and Hanieh and other leaders would meet together and give a 

unified speech of one word: Harimnah! (Arabic word meaning: we got old!, in 

reference to a word said in Arabic by a Tunisian man following the revolution)75” 

Although the youth expressed this desire in a comedic manner, it nonetheless demonstrates that Palestinian youth 

read and understand what goes on in the Arab countries with a high degree of depth.  The process of change is 

within reach now and the issue is not to replace any other but to give youth the opportunity to steer the future. 

A young Gazan female commented, “If all people are against occupation, what are we waiting for? Jerusalem is at a 

stone’s throw distance, let’s steer our compass in that direction. With a centimeter of progress each day, we will achieve 

much before receiving the support of our brothers and witnessing changes in the White House administrations.” 76 

The youth activist Ahmad Arrar Atawneh from the Gaza Strip believes, “Despite the bad situation of youth in terms of 

their social and economic reality and freedoms, they interact with enthusiasm and resolve on national issues as we have 

recently seen them acting under different names such as Nida’ Al-Watan, popular activism or Youth of 15 March in an 

attempt to end division and unify the homeland. Youth participation from both genders is real and they are motivated 

to change their reality.”77

Recommendations:

• Aspire to the Arab revolutions to awaken the youth determination and restore momentum of popular 

resistance against the Israeli occupation.

• Seek to prepare instruments and unite efforts toward a popular movement to confront the suppressive 

measures of Israel.  

• That factional, governmental and institutional programs and platforms need to acknowledge and address 

the visions and aspirations of youth through modern and democratic dialogue in participation with all 

concerned parties. 

• That civil organizations, especially youth organizations, abide by long term strategies linking the daily 

worries and concerns of youth with the developmental and national situation.

• Reject all interventions by Palestinian governmental and non-governmental platforms by donors, a matter 

which requires that the donors abide by the Palestinian agendas and priorities, both developmental and 

national.

• Reject the exploitation of youth and attempt to involve them in the factional conflicts and rather seek 

to invest their energies to achieve their people’s objectives instead of fulfiling narrow and momentary 

agendas for any party.

75 Field interviews conducted by Sharek Youth Forum staff with the sit-in youth in the West Bank and Gaza Strip on 15 March 2011

76 ibid

77 ibid
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55Conclusion 

Winds o  f Change Break Down Walls of Oppression 

Those who are not aware of history will be left behind, if not blown away, by the winds of change. With these 

words, we summarize our report. The report reflects the voice of youth and their desire to make history with their 

struggle, challenge and rise up against oppression, exploitation and corruption.

In Palestine, the governing elites, inside and outside the Authority, may have liked to copy the experiences of their 

Arab brothers and perhaps they will try.  But, the mood on the Arab and Palestinian streets forecasts the coming 

of a storm heralding freedom, justice, liberty and victory. Waiting for the elites to decide to bring about change 

makes  Palestinian youth impatient, makes them want to break their silence and go out into the streets in order to 

take the initiative. 

Following are some testimonies from the West Bank and Gaza Strip of the experiences youth have had with the 

Palestinian authorities. 

Today at 1:30 pm we decided to wage an open hunger strike at UNRWA headquarters in Gaza. More than 200 

young people were present cheering, “People want an end to the occupation”. After less than an hour, a police 

force from Gaza dispersed, the demonstrators by beating them. They also assaulted the correspondent of Al-Hurrah 

Channel Wissam. Those gathered dispersed apart from 16 young people of the 15 March group who remained 

besieged in the UNRWA headquarters.  They asked for guarantees not to be arrested, assaulted or beaten by the 

police force, which was surrounding the area while another 12 young people sought protection in the same place 

and for the same reason. We call upon the UNRWA representative in the Gaza Strip and the UN Human Rights 

Higher Commissioner in Palestine to immediately intervene to protect the youth who have sought a safe haven at 

the  UNRWA headquarters in Gaza and we also appeal to the human rights organizations in Gaza, factional leaders 

and national personalities to urgently act  to protect the youth.

A manifesto issued on 17 March 2011 by 15 March Youth Coalition   

“It seems that the Authority in Ramallah has two heads: a ‘political head’ speaking about ending division and 

allowing people the freedom to demonstrate, and a ‘security head’ that suppresses the freedom of expression of 

youth. This is what we experienced; we were subjected to harassment at night while we were sitting in at Al-Manara 

Square. A number of the members of the security force came to end the sit-in and started to beat the youth who 

were present.”

A life testimony of a young male in Ramallah  

When we were gathered under the Palestinian flag, the first time after Hamas won control in the Gaza Strip, cheering 

loudly for an end to division.  Without warning, a mob attacked us as if we were Quraysh infidels. They burned the 

tents and severely beat all who were present including women, children, elderly and youth while insulting them 

with words like collaborators, dogs, animals etc... They battered my brother (18 years old at the time) on his head 

and back until he lost consciousness.  I tried to protect him and take him to hospital but we were not able to find an 

ambulance. One of the mobsters said, “Take them under the trees and kill them … they are collaborators.”  A doctor 

who was present at the scene intervened and took my brother in his private car to Al-Shafa hospital for treatment. 

A li  fe testimony of a young female from the Gaza Strip

 



56 After a quick read of this report, one may ask if it ignores the occupation and its measures and only speaks about 

Palestinian youth activism in relation to internal issues. Absolutely not. This report sheds light on unjust structures 

wherever they are.  The freedom that young Palestinians aspire to is an integral part of a whole.  For these young 

people the impetus of their current activism is the Israeli occupation, which fundamentally is the basis of all 

injustices that affect them. Young people are fully aware that to effectively challenge the occupation it would 

require constant clashes and a limitless supply of energy. As a prerequisite for that, one of the main priorities is 

national unity, plus a steadfastness on land but, first and foremost, freedom from restrictions imposed by political, 

social, cultural and institutional bodies.

It has become evident that young Palestinians are aware now, more than ever before, that their struggle against all 

forms of oppression, injustice and exclusion cannot be fragmented or reduced to mere subtitles. Therefore, their 

right to education, security, a healthy environment, freedom of expression and movement and participation in 

making decisions related to their lives and their future all form points on the compass which always point  towards 

Jerusalem. 

A number of recent youth initiatives with real signs of maturity are emerging.  The common thread of these initiatives 

is calling for the resumption of a popular resistance approach against the Israeli occupation, settlements and the 

separation wall.   Political fragmentation should not impede the progress youth are making in their struggle for 

freedom.  The most recent articulation, which manifested itself in the call by youth for a new Palestinian national 

social contract, needs to be understood, appreciated and acted upon.  The report has attempted to highlight the 

perspective of youth on several issues, issues  that will further cement consensus toward this youth–led social 

contract. 

The winds of change will not stop blowing and they are moving this way.  They are a force to be reckoned with 

and policy makers must now stop talking and listen to the voice of the youth of Palestine who are the hope of the 

future and the vanguards of victory.  



57Annex

A list of the names for youth and public personalities interviewed 

Ahmad Arar   Youth activist - Gaza

Islah Jad   Researcher and director of Birzeit Women Studies Institute

Hazem Abu Hilal  Youth activist, Sharek Youth Forum

Hazem Qawasmi  Young Entrepreneurs of Palestine BoD chairperson

Hassan Farhat   Youth activist and one of 15 March Coalition coordinators

Rami Mushasha   Youth activist

Sabari Seidam   PA President’s consultant for information technology affairs

Abdel Rahim Malouh  PFLP Vice Secretary General

Omar Barghouthi  Researcher

Omar Assaf   Secretary of the National Democratic Coalition

Fadi Quran   Youth activist

Qais Abdel Karim  DFLP Politburo member

Merhi Bashir   Youth activist, Sharek Youth Forum

Nader Said   General Director of Arab World for Research and Development

Naser Laham   Maan News Network, Chairperson of BoD

Najwan Berekdar  Youth activist, Sharek Youth Forum

Hani Masri   Political analyst

Wasfi Qubha   Hamas leader and former Minister

Wafa Abdel Rahman  Falastiniyat Organization, BoD Chairwoman


